Anticipating The Arrival Of An Unwanted

Invasive species come in all shapes and sizes. While their introduction can be geographically specific, we
know that more often than not, populations increase and radiate in an outward direction. The spread of
an invasive species can be compared to a forest fire - the initial detection, no matter the threat, grows
and its expansion occurs in a contiguous manner. However, “sparks” can escape and new “hot spots”
build and develop into novel and separate infestations.

Using the spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) as a case study, we will describe and explain Ohio’s
approach to its outreach and education plan prior to this planthopper’s unwanted arrival and
subsequently illustrate how changes were implemented with the first, and then the second, confirmed
reproducing populations in the Buckeye State.

The session will include examples of our collaborations, how partnerships were formed, and sources of
funding used to implement SLF awareness and prevention in Ohio

Our SLF shared experience at the conference could be implemented in other states as is, but the
process, or strategy, used can be applied as states face other invasives threats, including those posed by
insects, diseases and plants. While we know no one eagerly awaits the arrival of any new invasive pest,
we are sure our colleagues are eager to empower, engage and educate our own audiences and increase
our own armies against invasives.
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